CCSD Parent Guide

Subject: Social Studies

Domain:   Information Processing
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Some questions on the Social Studies Graduation Test will ask you to distinguish a fact
from an opinion. A fact is a true statement that can be proven by observation, statistics, or
research. An opinion is a judgment or viewpoint about a person, place, event, or idea. An
opinion may not really be true, even though the author may want you to believe it is. Now, let's
look at some examples of fact and opinion.

Fact: The Apaches were a nomadic people, subsisting on game, roots, and berries.

Opinion: Apache raiding parties were the most dangerous foes the United States Army ever
encountered.

Fact: President Carter, former governor of Georgia, was the 39th president of the United
States.

Opinion: President Carter was the greatest president of the United States.

Tips for Identifying Facts and Opinions

1. Facts state information based on observation, statistics, or research.
2. Opinions express a personal viewpoint or belief about a person, place, event, or idea.

Hint 1: Opinions contain adjectives like best, worst, favorite, dishonest, etc.
Hint 2: Opinions sometimes include phrases such as I feel, I think, my view, my opinion, etc.

For the following statements, write F next to facts and O next to opinions. Be able to support
your answers.
South Carolina joined the Confederate States of America on December 20, 1860.
Africa is mainly jungles populated by wild animals.
. Sudan is the largest country in Africa.
Colin Powell would make an outstanding president of the United States.
The Vietnam War lasted from 1963 to 1973.
The United States had no business fighting a war in Vietnam.
I believe the United States should have fought the war in Vietnam to stop communism.
North and South Vietnam were united in 1975.
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In the following paragraph, write an F in front of statements that are facts and an O in
front of statements that are opinions. Be able to defend your answers.

Frontier Adventure

1) In the evening, we pitched our tent near Miry Creek. 2) Our hunters killed a
large doe and two bears. 3) No one loves bear better than men of the woods. 4) I don't
think this is a proper diet for us because we may get sick. 5) However, we have subsisted
plentifully on the bounty of this land. 6) We arrived at Coggins Point about four in the
afternoon and then went on to Westover. 7) My happiness was complete when I learned
my family prospered in my absence. — adapted from the Diaries of William Byrd
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Lesson #1
Objective:  
The learner will distinguish between fact and opinion relating to U.S. History, geography, or citizenship/government

Materials:  

Fact and Opinion

Activity:  

Follow directions and answer on sheet.

Evaluation: 
Check for accuracy.

Answers:  

1. F  

2. F   

3. F   

3. O   

4. F  

5. O   

6. O   

7. F

Frontier Adventure 

1. F  

2. F   

3. O   

4. O   

5. F   

6. F   

7. F
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A table is a concise way to organize a lot o

f information using rows and columns. Carefully

read the table below and then answer the questions on the right.

Average Life Expectancy 1. Where do males live longer than females?

2. Where do women live the longest?
Country Male Female 3. How much longer do men in the USA live than
Bolivia 45 51 the men in Peru?
United Kingdom 72 77 4. Where do people live the longest?
India 46 43 5. How much longer does a female in Sweden live than
Japan 74 81 amale in Bolivia?
Peru 52 55 6. In which country can a female expect to live a
Sweden 73 80 shorter life than a male?
USA 71 78

BAR GRAPHS

Bar graphs can be either vertical or horizontal. It is important to read the title of the

graph as well as the labels for the horizonta
the information presented. Carefully read

| and vertical axes in order to completely understand
the graphs below and then answer the questions.

7. Which country has over 1 billion . )
people? Population in 1994
8. How many countries have less
than 200,000,000 people? o 1200
2 1000
9. How many more people does év_- 800
India have than Japan? © 0
c
S 400
10. What are the two least populated | = 00
countries? = . B
and 0 i 1 I I- 1
China India USA  Brazil Russia Japan
MAJOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Tampa X X
) 11. How much did St. Louis spend on
St. Louis libraries?
Miami 12. About how much did Atlanta spend on
) libraries?
Greenville 13. About how much did Greenville spend?
Charlotte
14. About how much more did Miami spend
Atlanta on their libraries than Charlotte?
0 10 20 30 40
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS SPENT 15. About how much more did Atlanta spend
on libraries than Greenville?
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Lesson #2
Objective:  
The learner will interpret charts, tables, graphs, diagrams and other graphic aides.

Materials:  

Reading tables; bar graphs.

Activity:  

Complete activity by following directions.

Evaluation:  
Check for accuracy.

Answers:  

Reading Tables: 

1. India  

2. Japan  

3. 19 years  

4. Japan  

5. 29 years  

6. India

Bar Graphs: 

7. China  

8. Brazil; Russia; Japan  

9. 800 million  

10. Russia; Japan

11. 10 million  

12. 17/18 million  

13. 5 million  

14. 20 million 

15. 13 million 
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Line graphs are another way to present a large quantity of data in a small space. It
would often take several paragraphs to explain in words the same information that one graph

could do.
On the graph below, there are three lines.

Carefully read the key to understand the

meaning of each line and then answer the questions on the left of the graph.

1. In which year did we import 3 billion more
pounds of fish than we caught domestically?

2. How many billion pounds of fish were
imported in 19867

3. In 1984, what was the total weight of
fishery products used?

4. How many billion pounds of fish were
imported in 19887

5. How many pounds of fish products
were used in the United States in 19947

U.S. Fishery Products

Domestic Catch and Imports: 1978 to 1994

U.S. Bureau of Census
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CIRCLE GRAPHS

Circle graphs always represent data expressed in percentages of a total. The parts in a
circle graph should always add up to 100%. Now answer the questions from the graph.

The Federal Dollar Fiscal Year 1994

Personal
Income Taxes Social Security
37% and Retirement
Taxes
31%
Excls:u/;l'axes Corporate Boqr:;vmg
Income Tax ’
10%

Total Income = $1,258 billion

74

1. What was the largest source of income
for the United States government in
19947

2. What percentage of income came from
borrowed money?

3. In this circle graph, $1,258 billion dollars
represent what percent of the total
income for the United States federal
government?

4. How many total dollars came from
corporate income tax?

Copyright © American Book Company






Lesson #3
Objective:  
The learner will interpret charts, tables, graphs, diagrams and other graphic aides.

Materials:  

Line graphs; circle graphs.

Activity:  

Complete activity by following directions.

Evaluation:  
Check for accuracy.

Answers:  

Line graph 

1. 1986
2. 8  

3. 13 billion  

4. 7   

5. 16

Circle graph 

1. personal income tax  

2. 14%  

3. 100%  

4. 10%
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MAIN IDEAS IN MULTIPLE SOURCES

The ability to identify the main idea is an important skill on the Social Studies Graduation
Test. You will be asked about the main idea in historical documents, newspapers, maps, graphs,
and other publications. The main idea is the central point or controlling idea of a document.
Many times it is stated directly in a title, the beginning, or at the end of a passage. Sometimes
the main idea may only be implied rather than stated directly. Now read the following
paragraph and underline the main idea.

Winston Churchill

One of the most famous prime ministers in British history was Sir Winston
Churchill. Narrowly escaping death, he served very capably in the military in India
and Africa. As a British prime minister during World War II, his moving speeches
and strong leadership inspired his people to continue fighting against Germany
despite the challenges.

If you underlined the first sentence of the paragraph, you are correct. The main idea is
stated directly in the first sentence of this passage. The passage focuses on Sir Winston
Churchill's role of prime minister.

Now underline the main idea in each of the following passages.

I. We need to remember as well as to celebrate the end of World War I. We
need to remember the dead and the wounded, the widows and orphans, the
destroyed and broken homes, farms, and businesses. We need to remember these
casualties of war. We must prevent another such war from happening. — from a
newspaper editorial about World War I

2. My family came to America in 1985. No one spoke a word of English. In
school, I was in an English as a Second language class with other foreign-born
children. My class was so overcrowded that it was impossible for the teacher to
teach English properly. I dreaded going to school each morning because of the
fear of not understanding what people were saying and the fear of being laughed
at. — Yu-Lan (Mary) Ying, an eyewitness account about learning English

3. Columbus’ own successful voyage in 1492 prompted a papal bull dividing
the globe between rivals Spain and Portugal. But the Portuguese protested that
the pope's line left them too little Atlantic sea room for their voyages to India.
The line was shifted 270 leagues westward in 1494 by the Treaty of Tordesillas.
Thus, wittingly or not, the Portuguese gained Brazil and gave their language to
more than half the people of South America.

— “Portugal's Sea Road to the East.” National Geographic, November, 1992
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Lesson #4
Objective:  
The learner will identify main ideas in multiple types of sources; distinguish between primary and secondary sources and determine their respective uses.

Materials:  

Main Ideas in Multiple Sources

Activity: 

Identify Main Ideas; Primary & Secondary sources.

Read the following content review information and complete the activities.
[image: image5.png]UNDERSTANDING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES

A primary source is firsthand information about people or events of the past. This first-
hand account is usually written or created by a person who was directly involved in the event.
Examples of primary sources are letters, diaries, paintings, photographs, videos, government
documents, or eyewitness accounts.

A secondary source is writing or evidence about an event written by others. It is not a
firsthand account. When you do research for a speech or report, you will often use a secondary
source. Examples of secondary sources are biographies, newspaper editorials, magazine articles,
or a history textbook.

Now review the primary and secondary sources on page 66. Yu-Lan (Mary) Ying's
eyewitness account about learning English (Passage 2) is an example of a primary source. The
World War I newspaper editorial (Passage 1) and the creation of Brazil (Passage 3) are examples
of secondary sources.

For practice, read the following primary and secondary sources. Then answer the
questions that follow.
Document A

On the night of March 5, 1770, colonists gathered outside the Boston customs house.
They began shouting insults at the redcoated British soldiers guarding the building. They felt
that the constant presence of the soldiers was a way of bullying them into paying unjust taxes to
the King of England. Suddenly, someone shouted "Fire". The soldiers started firing their
muskets into the crowd. When the smoke cleared, five people lay dead or dying. Newspapers
across the colonies called this the Boston Massacre. Anger against the British government grew
and spread among the people. — from a student report on the American Revolution

Document B

Then a general attack was made on the soldiers by a great number of heavy clubs, and
snowballs being thrown at them, by which all of our lives were in imminent danger, some
persons at the same time from behind calling out, "Damn your bloods! Why don't you fire?"
Instantly, three or four of the soldiers fired...On my asking the soldiers why they fired without
orders, they said they heard the word "fire" and supposed it came from me. This might be the
case as many of the mob called out "Fire! Fire!" but I assured the men that I gave no such order;
that my words were, "Don't fire! Stop your firing!".... — testimony of Captain Thomas Preston,
commanding officer of the British soldiers at the Boston Massacre

Which document is a primary source? Why?

Which document is a secondary source? Why?

List the sequence of events in Document A and the sequence of events in Document B.
Explain how the documents differ on the events leading to the Boston Massacre.
According to Document A, what caused the soldiers to fire on the crowd?

According to Document B, what caused the soldiers to fire on the crowd?

Bonus Question: After the Boston Massacre, Captain Thomas Preston and several of his
soldiers were brought to trial. Find out whether they were declared innocent or guilty.
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